PETRIFIED BONLS,

EIGHTY ACRES AI' FOSSIL REMAINS XNEAR

SILYER LAKI:,, OREGON.

Cerrespondence of the San Franeisco Chronicle,

SILVER LAKE, Oregon, May 8, 1877,
For soveral months past we have heard some
of the stock men of this vailoy apealk of a bone-yard
some 30 miles oast of here, on tho cdyo of the desert.
Rufus Dillurd, Jack Parton aud Andrew Foster,
stockmen, camo in from there last Monday, and
brought a larze quantity of teeth, and somo large
bones. Theas bones are f2und 1n low volecanic sand
ridges and alkali flats, and extend over a distance of
four or five miles in length and about vne mile in
width. ‘Tho bones can be found on top ot the earth
and stickingup throaghthedrifting sand by hundredas
and thousands, from the sizo of a mouss upwards.

My informants have no knowledgs of what lies
buaried beneath the sand and alkali flats, and all the
spocimens weroe taken from the top of the ground.
Thoy gay therois a small alkali pond at tho edgo
of tho maln deposit of the petriied benes, and over
an avea of about 80 acres those large boues lis on
the ground, The larvest bone moasures 39 inches
in lengch, with no sign ot the kauokle on either
ond, and from the shapo of the ends, wo judge, muat
have been 12 or 14 inches longer. It is perfectly
ptraigcht and nearly round in the middle.
The oircumference of the large end is 16
inches, and the smaller is 121 inches. The
neoxt ono is slightly eurved and ruther flat, and haa
two knuckles on the upper end. Weo judge it to be
in length, straight across from iip to tip, 24 inches;
aroand the curve 28 inches, ‘I'his bone i8 as pertect
g it evor was, and it 18 puirified, Now comes tho
niceat fuasil of the whole, a part of the under jayw-
bone, 13 mches long, 6 ioches wide at the widest
end and 4 inches at the other. One side of the
bone has been aplit off and shows six perfect
teoth, ticmly set in the jaw and  beautifully
petutied, ‘Lhey measure across 14 by 1 ineh,
‘There is another tooth, though a jaw-tooth, that
measuros 21a inches one way, that has boeen splie
open; Icouid not got the sizo the other way., It is
5% fnches long. Now comes one of the strangest
of this strango bone depomt. Vast quantities of
gtone arrow-huads, such as were used by Indiaps,
aro tound through theso bones. 1t looks as though
these animals were surroundeded by water, or,
poerhaps, got poisvned by tho water, and porished
by thousands; then some chemical properties
in the water or ground petrified them. Thero are
thousands ot bones that are not potrvifled,
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